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Our Aim is to build a biblical 
community, united in worship and 
service. 
 

A Church using its gifts to: 
 

Care for its members, 
 

Grow in its faith, 
 

Reach out with the Gospel to people of 
all ages within the parish, and to 
 

Show concern for God’s work 
worldwide. 
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Easter Services @ 
Craiglockhart Church 

 
 

Sunday 1 April 
 

Palm Sunday 
Family Service at 10.30am 

 
 

Thursday 5 April 
 

Maundy Thursday Service 
Communion at 7.30pm 

 
 

Friday 6 April 
 

Good Friday Service 
held at 

Colinton Mains Church at 7.30pm 
 
 

Sunday 8 April 
 

Easter Sunday 
 

 
 

Service on the Hill at 7.30am 
 

Easter Morning Service at 10.30am 
 

Reflection for Easter Evening 
at 6.30pm 
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Easter Crossword, 2007 
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Crossword by: Brian Sloan  
Across  
4 The disciples went here after the resurrection (7) 
5 See 27D 
7 Garden where Jesus was betrayed (10) 
10 In John 6 the disciples said they would stay with 

Jesus because  they said he had the 
...(5,2,7,4) 

14 Jesus' command - 'Make ____ of all nations' (9) 
16 Number of robbers also crucified (3) 
18 Joseph of ____ claimed Jesus' body (9) 
19 Jesus' body was placed here (4) 
20 The disciples brought the donkey and colt from 

this town (8) 
21 Jesus was betrayed with a ___ (4) 
24 Jesus went to Jerusalem for the Feast of the 

_____ (8) 
28 The name of the Chief Priest at the time of 

Jesus' crucifixion (8) 
29 The crowd shouted this as Jesus entered 

Jerusalem (7) 
31 When Jesus died this was torn from top to 

bottom (7) 
32 Number of hours of darkness during the 

crucifixion (5) 
33 The centurion said, 'Surely he was the ___ __ 

___ (3,2,3) 
34 Simon of ____ carried Jesus' cross (6) 
36 Jesus said this at the end of Matthew 28 

(1,2,4,3,6) 
37 What the crowd shouted at Jesus' trial (7,3) 

 Down  
1 The Governor had Jesus ____ before he was taken 

by the soldiers (7) 
2 Peter did this after betraying Jesus (4) 
3 An ____ spoke to Mary after the resurrection (5) 
6 The angel at the tomb said 'He is ___ ____ ___ ____ 

(5,4,3,4) 
8 The woman who accompanied Mary to the tomb (6) 
9 The colour of the robe put on Jesus (7) 
10 On the cross Jesus was given this to drink (4,7) 
11 The name of the place meaning 'Place of the Skull' 

(8) 
12 The name of the Roman Governor (6) 
13 The charge made against Jesus (4,2,3,4) 
15 This was rolled away after the resurrection (5) 
17 The number of times Peter denied Jesus (5) 
22 The first person to challenge Peter after the 

crucifixion (7,4) 
23 This crowed three times (4) 
25 In the garden Jesus was _____ (7) 
26 Person released in Jesus' place (8) 
27 and 5A The person who betrayed Jesus (5,8) 
30 Jesus spent the night here on his way to Jerusalem 

(7) 
35 In the garden Peter cut this off a servant (3) 
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Jesus Christ has risen! 
The Bible contains lots of memorable 
statements but none is more exciting than 
the words spoken at the empty tomb of the 
Lord Jesus Christ, 
 

‘He is not here; he has risen! ’ 
 

We do not need to be reminded that we 
live in a world of cemeteries.  Aristotle, the 
Greek philosopher, wrote, ‘Death is a 
dreadful thing, for it is the end.’  Death has 
always been men and women’s great 
enemy.  Ever since it was introduced into 
the world by human sin, it has reigned over 
the whole human race. 
 
God declared to our first parents, ‘Do not 
eat from the tree of knowing good and evil; 
for the day you eat from it you will certainly 
die.’  The curse that followed their 
disobedience consigned both the bodies 
and souls of men and women to death. 
 
But our Lord Jesus Christ can deliver us 
from the curse of death, for, as Paul puts it 
in his second letter to Timothy, He has 
abolished death.  He has made it 
ineffective; He has put it out of gear!  An 
unexploded bomb may be unexpectedly 
found on the beach.  The bomb-disposal 
squad comes and the vital part of the bomb 
is removed.  No long is the dark, ominous 
object feared.  Even children can safely 
play with it! 
 
Similarly, our Lord Jesus Christ has 
disarmed our last enemy, rendering its 
dreadful sting harmless.  He died the death 
deserved by sinners.  As a consequence, 
those who believe in Him only ‘fall asleep’ 
when they die, because He has tasted all 
the bitterness of death for them, and 
removed it. 
 
Death for a Christian is no longer on the 
debit side of life’s ledger; it is on the credit 
side.  Death is gain.  Christians are not 

absolved from physical death, but since it 
has lost its sting, they are no longer afraid 
of death.  As one Christian martyr said on 
the day of their death; ‘This is the day of 
my coronation.’ 
 
Handel wrote some wonderful music 
celebrating Christian truth.  Just before he 
died he was aware that death was close at 
hand.  When a few friends called to see 
him, he told them that he had one great 
wish – to die on Good Friday, and it was 
then Easter Week.  He died on the night of 
Good Friday. 
 
An American serviceman, wounded on 
Good Friday, and only picked up for rescue 
on Easter Sunday, declared, ‘You can 
stand anything on Good Friday if you are 
sure of Easter Day.’ 
 

Some Thoughts for Holy Week 
 

 

Palm Sunday – read Mark 11: 1 – 11 
“For Mark it is the lowliness and humility of 
the entry into Jerusalem which matters, not 
its triumphal nature. It is a kingship of 
hidden mystery, of humble power to save.” 

Donald English 
 
Monday – read Mark 11: 12 – 33 
There is little of the “gentle Jesus meek 
and mild” around in this reading. Jesus is 
the Son of God who condemns hollow 
religion and demands “a broken and 
contrite heart.” 
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Tuesday – read Mark 12: 1 – 17 
Lord, let me today remember that your love 
for me was so great that you sent your Son 
to redeem my heart and so proved the 
length and breadth of your love.  Amen 
 
Wednesday – read Mark 14: 1 – 11 
In Bethany Jesus receives the repentant 
prayers symbolised by the perfume poured 
over his head.  Despite the indignant 
complaints of the Pharisees this shows us 
that none of our prayer when truly spoken 
are ever a waste of time, God hears the 
prayers of the poor in heart. 
 
Thursday - read Mark 14: 12 – 42 
“Here O my Lord I see you face to face; 
Here would I touch and handle things 
unseen, 
Here grasp with firmer hand th’ eternal 
grace, 
And all my weariness upon thee lean.” 

Horatius Boner  
 
Friday – read Mark 14; 43 – Mark 15: 
32 
Pray today for those of your family, your 
friends and work colleagues and lastly for 
yourself.  Ask God to draw all those you 
have named close to him. 
 
Pray for the world with its wars, its strife 
and hunger, its injustice and inhumanity.  
Ask that God will bring healing. 
 

 
 
Saturday – read Mark 15; 33 – 47 
Keep a silence today for a minute or two 
and listen out to hear the Lord speak to 

you.  Jesus was laid in a borrowed tomb, 
and for three days his friends mourned for 
him.  Do not let the knowledge of what 
tomorrow will bring lead us away from 
counting the cost for Jesus to come and 
die. 
 
Easter Sunday – read Mark 16: 1 –20 
In this is love, not that we loved God but 
that he loved us.  Father, God, your love 
has captured and captivated me.  May the 
knowledge of your love inspire me to love 
you more, follow you closer and know you 
better, for Jesus’ sake.  Amen 
 

A thought – Thank You 
 
Thank You for My Face 
Thank you God for all that you gave me 
trees and bees and flowers beside me, 
but best of all, a blessing for all 
is the one that I use and never refuse. 
 
Thank you God for all that you gave me 
stars and moon and sun above me, 
but my favourite one, is the one I have on 
which I'd never cover to hide from another. 
 
Thank you God for all that you gave me 
friends and family and people to hold me, 
but the thing I like most, is the one that I 
boast 
the thing that I wear, no matter how fair. 
 
Thank you God for all that you gave me 
sea and sky and air around me, 
but the one which shows thinking, and 
even some winking 
is the one which does more than all others 
before. 
 
Thank you God for all that you gave me 
dogs and cats and birds around me, 
but the one I choose first, even at its worst 
is the face that you see as it helps you to 
know me. 
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Youth Pages 
www.impactyouthclub.co.uk 

 

 
 

This is the new website for our youth work.  
It’s still being completed but it’s the place to 
find out what is going on at IMPACT and 
N:gage and any of the other things we are 
doing. 
 
As time goes on we hope to have 
information about our leaders as well as 
keeping you up to date with what our 
members are doing.  In the meantime, 
please have a look at what we do have 
planned for some of our Young People 
over the next few months! 

Sponsored Skydive 
One of our young 
people, James Murphy, 
(pictured here) is taking 
to the skies in a charity 
skydive in aid of the 
Teenage Cancer Trust 
(https://www.teenagecance
rtrust.org/). James who 
presently works at a 
Christian camp called TR@CK - Teen 
Ranch at Castle Kilravock, has decided 
along with his co-worker Gary that jumping 
out of a plane is a good way to get 
sponsors to part with their money in a good 
cause. 
 

If you would like to support James by 
sponsoring his jump, please contact 
Gordon at the church. 

Hungary 2007  
On the 7th July this year, eight of us are 
going to join Scripture Union in Hungary to 
work in their Summer Clubs.  Here is some 
information from S.U. Hungary’s website 
about their summer clubs: 
 
Every year we organise summer clubs 
for children in churches and schools. 
 
The clubs aim to present the message of 
the Bible in a fun and relaxed environment.  
Each one lasts a week, during which there 
is time for games, singing and craft as well 
as an opportunity to practice speaking 
English.  The holiday clubs each run over a 
three-week period in July with between 
fifteen and fifty children, aged 5 from 15 at 
each one. 
 
Frontline teams from the UK have been 
going out to help with Scripture Union 
summer clubs for the past nine years.  
Every club/camp is based at a church or 
school with Hungarian speakers ready to 
help with both translation and supervision. 
 

�

�
 

This is an exciting first for us but we are all 
really looking forward to serving God and 
the church in Hungary.  Those who are 
going are Heather Reid, Lorna Scott, Neil 
Cowan, David Murchison, Andrew 
Murchison and Euan Dunnett, with Shona 
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Ferguson and myself (Gordon) keeping 
everyone organised! 
 
We would value your prayers as we get 
ready with a training day on the 11th June.  
At this time, we will also meet Miklos 
Greizer from S.U Hungary and Elizabeth 
Fewkes from S.U England & Wales who 
will visit us and help us to prepare for this 
exciting and challenging trip. 
 
We will also hold a quiz night at the church 
to raise some funds for the trip.  This will 
be sometime after Easter.  We hope you 
will be able to join us and support us in this 
work. 

Gordon McBirnie 

The Life of Jesus Christ 
Have you ever wondered what it would be 
like if Jesus was to appear today as a man.  
Would you believe that he was the Son of 
God?  What emotions would you have as 
He explained how you should live your life?  
Come and join the audience on Easter 
Saturday 7th April at 2.30pm.  Admission is 
Free! 
 

 
 
This year's performance is based on Peter 
Hutley’s play “The Life of Christ”, seen by 
thousands since the millennium.  It was 
first performed in the Dundas Estate in 
2003, and will once again be enacted in 
this unique setting.  Jesus is played by the 
dynamic young actor, Duncan Rennie.  It 
will be an unforgettable experience for all 
who perform or attend. 
�

Would you like to be amongst those seeing 
Jesus baptised and riding into Jerusalem 
on a donkey?  Witness the crucifixion and 
the resurrection.  
 

There are two other opportunities to 
perform or be a steward.  These are at:- 
�  Dundas Estate from 13th to 17th June 

2007 
�  Glasgow (venue to be confirmed) 22nd 

and 23rd  June 2007 
 

For more information contact: 
Suzanne Lofthus on 07773 195 426 or at 
cuttingedge21@btopenworld.com 
or  
Norma Henderson on 07788612735 or at 
norma.john.38@blueyonder.co.uk. 
 

Or just come and be part of the audience 
as we travel with Jesus and his disciples. 

Out of date 
Currency 
I have a small 
quantity waiting to 
be taken to the coin 
shop.  All donations can be left in the white 
box on top of the table at the North Aisle 
door.  Thank you to those who have 
donated.  Once your spring cleaning is 
underway, remember to look out for any 
old and obsolete coins and bring them 
along to our box! 

Used Stamps 
Well done! I have taken large quantities of 
stamps to '121' since Christmas.  Please, 
put all donations in the box under the table 
at the North Aisle door. 
 
These projects run from 1st February each 
year so that the Christmas stamps can 
boost sales towards the end of each year.  
The total sum 
generated from the sale 
of stamps in 2006 is 
around £2000.  I think 
we deserve a pat on the 
back for the many bags 
of stamps contributing 
to this wonderful total – 
keep up the good work! 
 



 9 

The sponsored project for 2007 is one of 
the Amity Foundation Projects in China, 
supporting disabled orphan children.  The 
money raised from the sale of the used 
stamps will fund the buying of aids such as 
crutches and wheelchairs and provide play 
equipment and other essentials to help the 
children in their development. 
 
I look forward with anticipation to see how 
much money will be raised for these 
children and young people in 2007. 

Used Spectacles 
Another big thank you for the recent 
donations which have been received.  I 
never fail to be surprised at how many 
pairs of spectacles we recycle through the 
box under the table at the North Aisle door!  
Keep them coming!! 

Averil H. Hope Smith 
445 1274 

 
 

Craiglockhart Parish Church 
Choir - Recruitment 
When I came to Craiglockhart, a number of 
my colleagues and others asked, 
“Craiglockhart Parish Church?  That’s the 
one with the splendid choir, isn’t it?”  And I 
was able to reply that indeed it was.  Many 
of you tell me how much you appreciate 
the choir’s contribution to the service week 
by week and at special occasions such as 
the Service of Nine Lessons and Carols.  
However, the choir, like the rest of us, are 
not getting any younger and we must 
recruit. So, welcome to “How do you solve 
a problem like Craiglockhart Parish Church 
Choir?” 
 
There is a simple solution and that is that 
some of you who are sitting and singing 
downstairs must move upstairs and begin 

singing with us.  As you read this, you may 
be rehearsing reasons why this can’t be 
you: 
�  My voice is not good enough 
�  Singing in a choir is difficult 
�  I cannot read music 
�  I could not make the commitment 
 

However, the good news is this…the type 
of voice we need is one that will blend.  If 
you can join in reasonably confidently in 
the singing of a hymn, without other people 
staring at you, you could sing in the choir!   
 

Singing in a choir is not difficult, it simply 
needs a little discipline and application with 
a willingness to listen to what is going on 
around you. 
 

While it would be silly to pretend that the 
ability to read music is not an advantage, it 
is not an absolute requirement.  If you have 
a good ear and can pick up a line fairly 
quickly, there is no reason why you should 
not enjoy singing in the choir.  I will give 
anyone as much help as they need to 
ensure that the experience is a rewarding 
one. 
 
As to the perceived extra commitment, 
most of you are in church on most 
Sundays, which is all we need!  If we had 
more members, then this would be even 
less of an issue.  The choir meets at 
9.30am and rehearses for 40 minutes each 
week.  We are asking you for less than an 
additional hour per week. 
 
I would like you to give this suggestion 
some serious thought.  We need both men 
and women and with a mixed and varied 
congregation like ours, it should be 
possible to maintain the choir and the 
church’s fine tradition! 
 
I should stress that we are not at present in 
crisis; if we were I would not be writing this, 
as it would already be too late!  However, if 
we do not act now, then the future of the 
choir in the medium term cannot be 
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guaranteed.  Please have a chat with me, 
or drop me an e-mail if you would like to 
speak to me about this, I would be 
delighted to hear from you.  My contact 
details are on the back page of this 
magazine. 
 
Please do not allow what has happened in 
so many churches – because of a lack of 
numbers, the choir has gradually faded 
away and become a thing of the past.  I 
know that no-one wants that to happen, so 
please, come and join us to ensure that in 
the future Craiglockhart will still be known 
as “the church with the splendid choir.” 
 

Martyn P L Strachan 
Organist and Choirmaster 

Church Register 
 

Baptisms 
 

“The Lord bless you and keep you.” 
 

November 6, 2006 
Tia Nicola O’Neill 

37 Craiglockhart Loan 
 

February 18, 2007 
Mhairi Grace Smith 
15 Dovecot Grove 

 

Weddings 
 

“The Lord make his face to shine upon 
you.” 

 

February 4 
Tony Sykes to Jeanie Sweger 

 

February 9 
Stuart McNicol to Joanna Swan 

(at Bonkyl Church) 
 

Funerals 
 

“The Lord lift up his countenance upon 
you.” 

 

Mrs M Fraser 
53 Craiglockhart Avenue 

 
 

Mrs I Stark 
75/14 Lockharton Avenue 

 

Mrs M Walker 
Pentland Hills Nursing Home 
(Formerly of 20 Elliot Road) 

 

Mrs Gloria Lowson 
27 Craiglockhart Drive South 

 

Mr Adam Kinghorn 
22 Elliot Park 

 

Mr Gregor Ross 
75/1 Lockharton Avenue 

 
 

Welcome to New Members 
 

Stuart and Elizabeth Young 
18 Swanston Place 

 

Christmas Su-Doku Solution 

 
 
Wednesday Coffee Morning  
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Another thought:   
Based on Colossians chapter 3 verse 16 - 
'Let the word of Christ dwell in you 
richly in all wisdom. ' 
 
Most of our troubles occur because we 
base our choices on unreliable authorities, 
as: 
 
Culture - everyone's doing it. 
Tradition - we've always done it this way. 
Reason - it seems logical. 
Emotion - it just feels right. 
 
All these are flawed. 'Every word of God is 
flawless' Proverbs chapter 30 verse 5 

Craiglockhart Community 
Council 
The Planning Application for a mini-
supermarket at the former Esso Garage 
site at Meggetland has been approved by 
the City of Edinburgh Council and all the 
necessary permissions and warrants 
obtained.  As you may have seen, this 
development proceeds apace.  It is 
disappointing that we were unable to stop 
it.  In law a garage is retail space and there 
is no change of use when it is converted to 
a supermarket and so it is very difficult to 
oppose.  We are still against the 
development and we worry about the future 
of our Happy Valley shopping centre.  We 
must try to help our local shops by using 
them rather than Tesco. 
 
You may have heard about the delay in 
installing a new pedestrian crossing at 
Meggetland on Colinton Road.  Initially the 
council did not consult local residents and 
this had to be done later.  The positioning 
of the crossing is controversial.  There is 

an existing crossing just 100 yards from the 
junction.  Some people feel that the new 
crossing should be close to Craiglockhart 
Terrace and the shops down there.  Others 
think that new traffic lights, including a 
pedestrian phase, at the junction of 
Meggetland and Colinton Road would be a 
better solution.  The Transport Dept has 
agreed to use an outside consultant to 
have a new look at the problem and come 
up with a final recommendation.  We hope 
to have a decision in March.  The sooner 
the better – there are many new resident in 
Meggetland and lots of youngsters using 
the sports facilities and we need a safe 
crossing.   
 
We are suffering from an outbreak of 
Graffiti in our area but we have been 
successful in getting the Council, British 
Waterways and Scottish Power to remove 
or paint over some of these. You may have 
noticed the work on the Prince Charlie 
Bridge over the canal, however as fast as 
they are obliterated, new graffiti arrives.  
Can you keep an eye out for the 
perpetrators and let the police know if you 
see them. 
 
The Forestry Commission is in the process 
of tidying Colinton/Craiglockhart Dell and 
redoing the pathways.  We are delighted to 
hear this as the Dell is a wonderful amenity 
for all of us and we want to keep it in good 
condition. 
 
Our next meeting is on Tuesday 27th March 
and our AGM is on Tuesday 29th May both 
at 7.30pm in Napier University’s 
Craiglockhart Campus 
As always any residents of Craiglockhart 
are welcome. 

 
Tom Crombie, Chairman, 443 9034 

t.crombie@virgin.net 
www.myedinburgh.org/craiglockhart 
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