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Minister’s Lgtter-

Christmas Angels

The angels are one of the most
popular characters in the Christmas
story. Angels bring the good news of
the birth of Jesus to Mary, to Joseph
and to the shepherds. Angels bring a
warning to the Wise Men, and they
return home by another route. Once
you start noticing the angels in the
Christmas story they are everywhere.

This year at Craiglockhart Church we
are knitting Christmas angels. | you
would like a pattern to join in the
knitting please email me,
office@craiglockhartchurch.org. Our
plan is to have a host of Christmas
angels in the trees and bushes, on
our gates and fences all round our
church grounds during advent and
over Christmas. Watch out for them
when you are passing by.

Our Christmas angels will fulfil the
same mission as the first Christmas
angels. When we see them in our
church grounds we will be reminded
that a Saviour has been born for us
who is Christ the Lord.

The baby born at Bethlehem is a
Saviour for us all. 800 years before
Jesus was born one of Israel’s
prophets spoke of a people walking in
darkness who have seen a great
light. We are the people who walk in
darkness. Our eyes have been blinded
to God and his love for us, we search
for hope in the world and cannot see
any. The Saviour Jesus brings us into
the presence of our God where we

can know his love, the Saviour Jesus
plants hope in our lives which will
sustain us in every coming day.

The baby born at Bethlehem is the
Christ, the anointed King in God’s
Kingdom. This world is not out of
control, God has made Jesus the
King of all creation. \We don't need to
depend upon human kings or
politicians, our King is compassionate
and gracious, all-knowing and all-
powerful, he is able to achieve his
purposes of grace and love for us all.
King Jesus invites us into the
Kingdom of God where we can live in
the presence of God and serve him
as agents of mercy and justice.

| hope that you will see Christmas
angels this year. | pray that you will
hear their message of love and peace
and that you will come to know the
baby born in Bethlehem as your
Saviour and your King.

May we all know the peace and joy of
this Christmas season.

Gordon Kennedy



Advent Trail

' Time to put on your best detective hats and
shoes and head out to solve the
Craiglockhart Advent Trail.

The clue sheet

V The alphabet grid

The ‘what3words’ app on your smart device (phone)
4\\_’ A pen or pencil

‘I\i‘,‘l You will need:

What to do:

Each ‘what3words’ reference will take you to a different location in
Craiglockhart. Read the clue and then have a look around you. Look up, down
and all around. The answer will be nearby. (We have not placed anything out).
The answers will either be a letter, which you will score out, or a number. If it
is a number, you will then score out the letter in that box on the grid. E.g. if
you get the number 12, you would score out the letter L.

You can solve the clues in any order, but we have put them in a suggested
route. It should take you about an hour to complete.

Once you have solved all the clues you will have some letters left over. You
need to rearrange these to make 3 words which will tell you what we think is
the most important thing about Christmas.

You can go on the trail anytime, but once you have solved it, come to
Craiglockhart Church on Saturday 18 December between 10am and 2pm
to collect your prize by telling us the 3 words that you were able to make.
Prizes for all ages, and hot drinks and mince pies available on the day.

Have a great time.

Any problems, including help with solving clues, phone
Gordon on 07879 778365

We would love to see you at our Christmas services.
For more details go to www.craiglockhartchurch.org
where you can also download copies of the clues and grid
for the trail. Copies of the grid and clues are also available
at the church.



Church Advent Trail Clues

Craiglockhart Church Advent Trail - Clues

What 3 Words Clue

1 freed-proper-able | Find a person of fortune. Cross out the 31 |etter
of their surname.

2 gets-final-split A place to rest. Count the bars and cross off the
number you reach. And now cross out all the
letters in that column.

3 spaces-docks-loves The king of the beasts chooses to rest at this
number. Now double it and take away 2. Cross
out your answer.

4 cans-raft-cuts Cross out the silent letter in the Christmas
Carol.

5 | agreed-desire-clear |Find the surname of a James Bond actor. Cross
out the first letter of the name.

6 | coffee-normal-body | Find the map. Count down 8 lines and then 12
along. Cross out the letter you arrive at.

7 clear-frog-train At which number does the motorised big cat
live? Cross it out.

8 | bounty-served-stole | Add together the numbers of the plane. Cross
out the answer.

9 | handle-notice-valid | This capital clue bars the way! Find it and cross
it out.

10 drum-grapes-grit At which number does our national flower
overlook? Cross it out.

11 being-clay-woes Christmas is all timetabled. There is a letter that
is really getting into the spirit of Christmas.
Cross it out.
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The Bible Course

Explore the BIG story
The Bible Course

An eight-session course helping you explore the BIG story.

Big, complex, old ... just some of the words people use to describe the
Bible. Sound familiar? That's where The Bible Course comes in. The course
will increase your confidence, equip you to read the Bible better and help
you to see its relevance to daily life. The course provides a birds-eye view
of the world’s bestselling book. Over eight interactive sessions, it combines
video teaching, group discussion, personal reflection and daily readings.

We are running the Bible Course at Craiglockhart beginning in January
2022. We are running the Bible Course online and in person. The online
Bible Course will be on Monday evenings, beginning on Jan 24, and the in
person on \Wednesday evenings, beginning on Jan 26. For more
information or to register to join us for this course please email:
office @craiglockhartchurch.org

Messy Church is back!

We are meeting for Messy Christmas on
Saturday 4t of December at 4pm.

Messy Church is for families, children, parents,
grandparents all sharing together in learning about
God’s love for us all in Jesus. Christmas is a great
time to come together to hear the good news which the angels sang for us,
“for to you, is born this day in the city of David a Saviour, who is Christ the
Lord”.

We hope you will come and join us as we celebrate Christmas this year. \We
will be able to share in singing the songs we missed singing together last year,
we have some great activities and stories to share with you. As usual we’'ll be
finishing with sharing food together.

If you are planning to join us for Messy Christmas, could you please email us
at: Craiglockhartmessychurch@gmail.com but you don’t have to let us know,
just come along on Saturday 4 Dec at 4pm.

CONTACT DETAILS FOR CRAIGLOCKHART PARISH CHURCH
MINISTER : Rev Gordon Kennedy, 20 Craiglockhart Quadrant, Edinburgh EH14 1HD
Tel 01314441615 email gordonkennedy@craiglockhartchurch.org

YOUTH WORKER : Gordon McBirnie
Tel 0131 455 8229 email gordon@craiglockhartchurch.org

Follow us on Facebook and twitter and on the web at www.craiglockhartchurch.org






