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Christmas Services
For all our Christmas services this year you will need to
book to join us.
You can do this by phoning Gordon Kennedy,
444 1615, or by emailing:
gordonkennedy@craiglockhartchurch.org
to book a place.
We will have Advent services on Sunday mornings,
29 Nov, 6, 13 and 20 Dec at 10.30am.

Christmas 2020
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Minister’s Letter
A Different Kind of Christmas
For most of us Christmas is one of
the most traditional times of year.
We do the same things each year
and we look forward to Christmas
just as it has always been. We go
with the same friends to the
Christmas ballet, pantomime or
choral concert. We visit family, we
share presents, we have the usual
work’s night out. In the church we
have readings and carols which we
don’t share at other times and look
forward to during Advent and
Christmas.
But it will be different this year and
we’re not looking forward to that.
All the theatres are closed, work’s
night out has been cancelled, even
our church services are affected
because we can’t share in singing
our Christmas carols together.
Perhaps we’ve forgotten that the
first Christmas wasn’t traditional, it
was very different from everything
that went before. The Virgin Mary,
most blessed of women, gave birth

to a son. Her son was worshipped
by shepherds and wise men, hosts
of angels filled the skies to announce
his birth. It doesn’t get more
different than that!
Because Jesus has been born in a
different kind of Christmas the truth
is that every day since then has
been different. In Jesus God has
come to be with us, he has for ever
united himself with our humanity in
our lives, our joys and our sorrows.
The different kind of Christmas God
made for us in Jesus, means that
today we have a different kind of life
than we would have had without this
wonderfully different Christmas.
As we celebrate our different kind of
Christmas this year let’s give thanks
for our different kind of Saviour,
Jesus, who loves us and will be with
us in all the days of our Christmas
this year.
May we all know the joy and peace
of this blessed season this year,
Gordon Kennedy
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Helping Hampers

Helping Hampers
Every year churches across Edinburgh deliver Christmas Hampers to refugees
and asylum-seekers across the city. This year, this is being organised and
coordinated by Central Church, Edinburgh City Mission, and a group of
volunteers from a few different churches. Craiglockhart Church is supporting
the initiative this year. Over 120 refugee families will each receive a Christmas
Hamper that is paid for and delivered by local churches. It is a wonderful
opportunity to put our faith into action, to welcome and care for the stranger
in our midst. In addition to some goodies, the hampers contain basic items
that the families need and appreciate during this time. However, whilst the
hampers are incredibly useful, what matters more than the content of the
hamper is the heart behind them. Receiving a gift at Christmas makes others
feel cared for and loved and that is a message we would like to pass on to the
refugee community through these hampers. Whilst this year the public health
restrictions will make it more difficult for volunteers to spend time with the
families the hampers are delivered to, we hope to be creative and still enable
meaningful exchanges and new friendships to be built.
As a church community we have agreed to participate by sponsoring and
delivering some hampers.
They hope to deliver around 200 hampers to refugees and asylum seekers
and they have also added this information if the donations exceed the costs
of the hampers.
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Helping Hampers
Any additional raised funds will be placed in a Refugee/Asylum Seeker
Hardship Fund managed by Edinburgh City Mission. Working closely with
Council Support Workers, this fund has been able to help pay for utility
payments, practical needs, and transportation costs (such as bus passes or
train tickets to attend immigration appointments),and other essential
expenses incurred by refugee, asylum seeker and other individuals or families
without recourse to public funds

How it works:
• Each hamper for a family costs £50.
• Volunteers collect the hampers from Central Church,
Tollcross in early December
• Families or individuals then deliver the hamper to a refugee
family prior to Christmas. Contact details of the recipients
and their address will be on each hamper
• Further practical details for safe delivery would be provided
nearer the time

How can we get involved?
You can make a donation of any amount by…. We need to
confirm details of how people give but can be by cheque, bank
transfer to xxxxxxxxxxx or in an offering at one of the Christmas
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Words of the Year
It was announced in late November
that for 2020 the editors of the
Oxford English Dictionary are not
having a word of the year, but a list of
“Words of an Unprecedented Year”.
Words include bushfires, Covid-19,
WFH (working from home), lockdown,
circuit-breaker, support bubbles,
keyworkers, furlough, Black Lives
Matter and moonshot (creating a
radical solution to a huge problem). In
2020 the word ‘pandemic’ has
increased in use by more than
57,000%
Often people will choose for
themselves a word for the year, a bit
like a resolution for the new year. A
word to give focus and shape to the
coming months. I don’t imagine any of
the words on the list above would have
been chosen at the start of 2020.
One of the new things we are trying in
the congregation this Advent is a QR
code trail around the parish. This will
be happening on Saturday 19
December (more news of this to follow

soon). We are using ab app called
‘what3words’ to direct us round the
trial. The idea is that each 3 metre
square in the world has been identified
by a unique combination of three
words.
Words are really important.
For the past 26 weeks in our Sunday
services we’ve shared an alphabet of
words to teach us about God. If you
were asked for one word to describe
God today, what word would you
say? Today for you is God present,
gracious, caring?
The season of Advent began on
Sunday 29 November. Let’s take a
word for this Advent season, let’s take
the word Immanuel (God with us).
Let’s pray for one another each day in
Advent that we will know Immanuel.
Let’s take some time each day to be in
the presence of Immanuel. Advent is a
time of expectation, let’s expect
Immanuel to be with us each new day.

KEEPING IN TOUCH
we email residents about meetings and topics of particular interest. If you would like
to be added to our mailing list or to raise anything else with us, please get in touch:
email CraiglockhartCC@gmail.com
or use the Contact Us form on our website
Your email address will not be used for any other purpose or passed on elsewhere.
Website: www.craiglockhart.org

CONTACT DETAILS FOR CRAIGLOCKHART PARISH CHURCH
MINISTER : Rev Gordon kennedy, 20 Craiglockhart Quadrant, Edinburgh EH14 1HD
Tel 01314441615 email gordonkennedy@craiglockhartchurch.org
YOUTH WORKER : Gordon McBirnie,61 Dolphin Gardens West, Currie EH14 5RJ
Tel 01314499720 email gordon@craiglockhartchurch.org
Follow us on Facebook and twitter and on the web at www.craiglockhartchurch.org

